Faith in Christ and the faith of our neighbo
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Pew Studyones Faith and Unfaith

2012 PEW StUdy found tha‘t the Growth of the Religiously Unaffiliated
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percentage of adults who list no
religious affiliation (the salled
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2013 New England Synod Assembl
Bishop Hazelwood invited some
ONone® t o jJoin th
statistic was mentioned that in Ndg
England 75% of adults do not
participate in the life of a faith.
Vermont is in keeping with that
statistic with only about 20% 0f B r——————— e}
adults who attend worship regula
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Gallup Poll from 1999
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Princeton Research/Newsweek study
2009
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Some good news about the bad new

What is your religious preference - Protestant, Roman Catholic, Mormon,

Jewnsh, Muslhim, another religion, or no religion?

I None (includes Don't know, Befused)

2008
Gallup Daily tracking
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The Spiritual/Religious Landscape

A 12-18% Do not identify with either spirituality
or religion

A 57% Identify with a Religion

A 25-31% Identify as Spiritual but not religious,
or are unsure



The Study

A Originally from a study conducte(  SOUL
by sociologists Christian Smith _SEARCHING
and Melinda Lundquist Denton Y .
A Their goal was to study the " -
spirituality of American teenagers =
and young adults -

A In 2005 Oxford University Press
published their findings in the

vith Melinda Lundquis

pook Soul Searching: The ReligiCus wiu
Spiritual Eyes of American Teenagers




The basics frorBoul Searching

A 1. "A god exists who created and ordered the
world and watches over human life on earth."”

A 2. "God wants people to be good, nice, and fair tc
each other, as taught in the Bible and by most
world religions."

A 3. "The central goal of life is to be happy and to
feel good about oneself."

A 4. "God does not need to be particularly involved
In one's life except when God is needed to
resolve a problem."
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What o0s the relil gi

Wh at does t he fi1rst o
have no ot her Gods me

OA 0godd 1's the term
look for all good and which we are to find
refuge in all need. Therefore to have a God Is
nothing else than to trust and believe in that o
with your whole heart. As | have often said, it |
the trust and the faith of the heart alone that
make both God and an



Aél f your faith and t
God Is the true one. Conversely, where your
trust Is false and wrong, there you do not have
the true God. For these two belong together,
faith and God. Anything on which your heart
relies and depends, | say, that is really your
God. 0

-Martin Luther, the Large Catechism
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Matthew 6:21

AdbOFor where your treas
be al .
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Then PiI |l ate nt
agal n, summoned
king of the Jews
on your own, oOfF
Pi |l ate replied, Ol am
nation and the chief priests have handed you ove
to me, what have you d

kingdom is not from this world. If my kingdom wa
from this world, my followers would be fighting to
keep me from being handed over to the Jews. Bu
It | s é



Ato the Jews. But as it is, my kingdom is not fro
here. 0 Pil ate asked I
you?0 Jesus answered
For this reason | was born, and for this reason
came Into the world, to testify to the truth.
Everyone who belongs to the truth listens to n
vol ce. 0 And Pi | at e a:cs

I John 18:338




Pi |l ateodos Quest|

AdbJesus said to him oI
life. No one comes to the Father except through
me . | f you know me, VYo
dJohn 144

APeterinActs4:101 O0Thi s Jesus
was rejected by you, the builders, it has become
cornerstone. There Is salvation in no one else, fol
there is no other name under heaven given amon
mortals by which we mu



Evangelism: The truth, the whole trutl
and nothing but the truth

A If we believe in Jesus and his word as the sou
of the Good News, then what definitely have
something to say.

A We have the truth, not as abstract principle, bt
as a living breathing human, Jesus the Christ,
Son of God

AEven i f we as Chri st i
that we have all the answers, we still know,
believe and confess the one who Is the truth.



Putting Into practice: diagnosis

A What is Truth?

A How is that working?




What Is truth?

oSpeaking the truth 1.
up in every way into him who is the head,
| nt o d&Ephediasst4.45



How Is that working?

A Asking this can seem less scary, and is less
Intimidating for all involved

A Allows the other person to tell their story, feel
honored and heard



Where i1s God?



Where Is God?
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Putting Into practice

Human Suffering
oWhere I s God?0

oWhy would God | et







Bonheoffer

oThis Is the decisive di f~
religions. Man's religiosity makes him look in his distre:
to the power of God in the world; he uses Goddasiga
exmachind he Bible, however, directs us to the
powerlessness and suffering of God; only a suffering
God can help. To this extent we may say that the proce
we have described by which the world came of age wa
an abandonment of the false conception of God, and :
clearing of the decks for the God of the Bible, who
conquers power and space

-Letters and Papers from Prison



Where 1s God?

OCross al oneoMadin Lauther t |

The promise of God Is not:

oFai th/ God/ |l i1 fel praye:
make you happyo

But Jesus saying ol

ol am with you al ways,

|«
S
age. o0 (Matthew 28: 20)



Where Is God?



